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Vocabulary 1

	a word that summarizes rain, snow, drizzle, and drew
	precipitation

	water vapour in the air; a measure of how wet the air is
	humidity

	the amount of sky covered by cloud
	cloud cover

	a very small particle in the air
	aerosol

	Geographical aspects that affect the climate of a certain place; e.g. latitude, altitude, distance from the sea, ….
	climatological factors



	What is this map called?
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	pressure chart



	small drops of water that form on plants, leaves, etc. during the night
	dew

	lines of equal air pressure
	isobars

	angle at which the solar radiation hits the Earth
	angle of incidence

	measurable meteorological aspects of the atmosphere such as precipitation, wind, humidity, cloud cover
	weather elements



	incoming solar radiation
	insolation

	distance you can see, or the clearness of the air
	visibility

	the direction a place faces
	aspect

	the opposite of thin; e.g. for air
	dense

	very light rain
	drizzle

	lowermost layer of the Earth’s atmosphere
	troposphere

	the most frequent winds in an area
	prevailing winds

	a type of short-wave energy 
	ultraviolet radiation

	measuring unit of air pressure
	hPa (hecto-Pascal) or mbar (millibar)

	continuous movement of ocean water in one direction; mostly known for being especially warm or cold as in the case of the Gulf Stream
	ocean current



	measuring unit of solar energy
	Watt

	a verb describing the process of sending solar rays back unchanged
	to reflect



	the upper boundary of the troposphere
	tropopause

	the kind of energy we feel as heat
	infrared radiation

	another word to say height, elevation
	altitude

	a verb describing the process of sending out energy
	to emit

	the line around the Earth at 23.3°S
	Tropic of Capricorn

	a verb describing the process of taking in energy and holding it
	to absorb

	the average atmospheric condition over longer periods of time (usually 30 years)
	climate



	the English equivalent of Erdanziehung, Schwerkraft
	gravity

	the effect of heat retention in the atmosphere (very popular term)
	greenhouse effect

	the line around the Earth at 23.3°N
	Tropic of Cancer


