
 

Essay Prompts on Totalitarianism

The Mechanisms of Control 

	 Examine how a particular novel illustrates the methods a totalitarian regime uses to 	
	 control thought, behavior, and information. How does the author depict the tension 	
	 between individuality and state power? 

Language as a Tool of Oppression 

	 Analyze how language, propaganda, or censorship is used by totalitarian 	 	 	
	 governments in literature. 

Resistance and Compliance 

	 Explore the spectrum of resistance and conformity under totalitarian rule. How do 	
	 characters navigate fear, oppression, and morality in literature? What do their 	 	
	 choices suggest about human nature? 

Hope and Despair Under Oppression 

	 Analyze the role of hope, rebellion, or despair in literature that depicts totalitarian 		
	 societies. How do authors balance the oppressive weight of the regime with human 	
	 resilience or fatalism? 


