
 

Essay Prompts on Desire for Freedom

Freedom and Identity 
	 In literature, the desire for freedom often goes hand in hand with the search for 	 	
	 identity. Discuss how a character’s pursuit of freedom influences their sense of self 	
	 in a work of your choice. 

Freedom as Illusion or Reality 
	 Some works suggest that true freedom is unattainable, while others portray it as 	 	
	 possible but costly. Explore how one or more texts depict freedom as either an 	 	
	 illusion, an achievement, or both. 

Freedom vs. Obligation 
	 Characters often desire freedom but are bound by duty, family, or love. Write an 	 	
	 essay analyzing how a literary work explores the tension between personal freedom 
	 and responsibility. 

Freedom and Rebellion 
	 Consider a character who rebels in pursuit of freedom. To what extent is their 	 	
	 rebellion successful, and what does the outcome suggest about the cost of 	 	
	 freedom? 


