
 

Essay Prompts on Loss of Innocence

Coming of Age 

	 How does the theme of loss of innocence contribute to a character’s coming of age 	
	 in a work of literature? Discuss how this shift impacts their worldview and identity. 

Moral Awakening 

	 In many works, the loss of innocence involves a recognition of moral complexity. 		
	 Analyze how the character’s newfound awareness shapes the story’s meaning. 

Confrontation with Evil 

	 How does the confrontation with violence, death, or betrayal force characters to 	 	
	 mature? Discuss the psychological and emotional effects of such experiences. 

Symbolism and Innocence 

	 Authors often use symbols (such as seasons, objects, or natural imagery) to 	 	
	 represent innocence and its loss. Explore how these symbols reflect the character’s 
	 transformation. 


