
 

Essay Prompts on Slave Trade

Literary Representation of the Slave Trade 

	 How do authors use literature to depict the horrors and human cost of the 		 	
	 transatlantic slave trade? 

Personal Narratives and Identity 

	 Discuss how slave narratives explore the formation of identity under oppression. 		
	 How does the experience of enslavement shape the narrator’s sense of self and 		
	 belonging? 

Memory and Trauma 

	 Examine the role of memory and trauma in literature about the slave trade. How do 	
	 authors portray the lasting psychological and cultural effects of slavery? 

Resistance and Agency 

	 In what ways do literary works about the slave trade illustrate acts of resistance, 	 	
	 both overt and subtle? Consider characters, narrators, or historical figures who 	 	
	 challenge their oppression. 


