
 

General Discussion Questions on Hidden 
Dangers

How do authors use foreshadowing to hint at hidden dangers without 
revealing them outright? Can you think of an example where the buildup was 
more frightening than the actual event? 

In many works, the greatest danger is disguised as something harmless or 
attractive. How does this tension between appearance and reality shape a 
reader’s trust in the narrator or characters? 

What kinds of symbols (objects, settings, animals, colors) are often used to 
represent hidden threats in literature? Why might authors choose indirect 
symbolism over explicit description? 

Which is more powerful in literature: dangers that threaten a character 
physically, or those that undermine them mentally or emotionally? Why might 
an author hide psychological threats more deeply? 




