
 

General Discussion Questions on Personal 
Freedom

What does personal freedom mean to the protagonist in the story? How do 
their circumstances enhance or restrict that freedom? 

How do societal norms and laws in the literary work impact individual 
freedom? Are these restrictions justified within the story’s context? 

In what ways do characters resist or conform to constraints on their personal 
freedom? What motivates their choices? 

How does the author use symbolism or imagery to represent freedom or the 
lack thereof? 

Does the story suggest that true personal freedom is attainable? Why or why 
not? 

How do power dynamics between characters reflect larger issues of freedom 
and control? 

What role does identity (gender, race, class) play in shaping a character’s 
ability to exercise personal freedom? 

How do the consequences of seeking personal freedom affect the character's 
development and the plot’s outcome? 

Are there any moments in the text where characters experience a ‘moment of 
freedom’ despite external oppression? What does this reveal? 

Compare the concept of freedom in this work with other literary works you 
have read. How does the portrayal differ? 


