
 

General Discussion Questions on Cultural 
Identity

What shapes a person's cultural identity?
Is it more influenced by family, society, language, religion, or geography?

How does the protagonist’s cultural identity evolve throughout the story? 
What events cause changes in his self-perception?

What role does language play in the character’s sense of identity?  
How does bilingualism, or a loss of language, affect him?

How is cultural conflict portrayed in the novel?  
Are there moments where different cultural values clash? How are these moments 
resolved or left unresolved?

Do the characters feel a sense of belonging?  
If not, what prevents them from feeling at home—in society, in a family, or within 
themselves?

How do external perceptions (e.g., racism, stereotypes) affect the characters’ 
identity?  
Are they forced to adapt, resist, or redefine themselves in response?

Is cultural identity portrayed as fixed or fluid? 
Are the characters able to shift between cultures, or do they feel stuck in one?

What generational differences are shown in the expression of cultural 
identity?  
How do parents and children differ in how they relate to their heritage?

How do clothing, food, rituals, or traditions serve as symbols of cultural 
identity?  
What do these symbols reveal about inclusion or alienation?

Can someone belong to more than one culture?  
Does the story affirm or challenge the idea of multicultural identity?


